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Serving Our Community ! Sharing Our Time and Talents” 

 

President’s Message:  Mary Derrick  

 

End-of-Club Year Luncheon! 

        

    Here we are coming to the close of the year!  And, we’ve had quite a year.  So much has 
happened—the club has accomplished so many good things and helped so many in the 
community.  

    We decided to wrap up this year by having our final meeting of the year with a lovely 
luncheon on Thursday, May 11, at The Mayton Inn.  The cost is only $16, and you will 

need to send a check to Maryanne as soon as you can.   We want everyone to relax and just 
enjoy themselves!  Everyone has worked so hard this year, and we want everyone to kick back and relax.  Our 
new officers will be installed and we’ve planned to have an induction ceremony for all those members who’ve 
joined since the start of the club year.  We’re excited that our GFWC-NC District 6 President, Kim Fulcher, will 
be with us for this meeting.  If you haven’t made your reservation for the luncheon, please contact our 
Treasurer, Maryanne Olsen, as soon as possible.   

      The GFWC-NC Convention was held on April 21-22 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Cary, and Ed Yerha, our 
Mayor Pro Tem, gave a warm welcome to all of the attendees and definitely put a very positive spin on all 
things Cary.  And, many thanks to Lois Nixon who spend time and energy preparing close to 200 “Welcome to 
Cary” seed packets to all those who attended.  Bless her heart!   

    The club was honored to receive a first-place award in Conservation Partnership, as well as several runner-
up awards during the Awards portion of the Convention.  We also have other certificates honoring several of 
our members who have been in the club for over 25 years, and these certificates and awards will be given out 
during the luncheon.  Also at the Convention, Dorothy Schmelzeis received a certificate for being our club 
nominee for the Clubwoman with Heart Award—she will always be in our hearts!    

   You know, as things draw down for the 2016-2017 club year, I sit back and think of all of the many hours that 
members spent working on committees, projects, programs, fundraising—you name it!  I’m so very glad to 
part of the Cary Woman’s Club.  Our members are the best! 

www.carywomansclub.com	  
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End-of-Year Meeting & Luncheon	  
Thursday, May 11, 11:00 a.m.	  

The Mayton Inn	  
 	  

Reservations are required for this luncheon.	  
Please be certain to send your check for $16 to Maryanne Olsen.	  

Guests are welcome, but they would also need to pre-pay.	  

And, complimentary valet parking for our members and guests! 
 
 
Important Dates in May   
 
American Stroke Month (Home Life)  
Be Kind to Animals Month (Conservation)  
Mental Health Month (Home Life)  
National Arthritis Month (Home Life)  
National Foster Parent Month (Advocates for Children)  
National Osteoporosis Awareness and Prevention Month (Home Life)  
National Photography Month (Arts)  
National Senior Health & Fitness Day – last Wednesday of May (Home Life)  
National Trauma Awareness Month (Public Issues)  
Older Americans Month (Home Life and Domestic Violence)  
Melanoma/Skin Cancer Awareness Month (Home Life and Advocates for Children)  
National Teacher Appreciation Week – 1st full week of May (Education)  
Children's Book Week – 1st full week of May (Education)  
May 6-12 – National Nurses Week (Home Life)  
National EMS Week – 3rd week of May (Advocates for Children)  
Police Appreciation Week – the week that May 15th falls (Peace Officers Memorial Day) (Public  
Issues)  
3 - World Press Freedom Day (International Outreach)  
National Teacher Appreciation Day - Wednesday during National Teacher Appreciation Week  
(Education)  
15 – Peace Officers Memorial Day (Public Issues)  
24 - National SAFE KIDS Day (Domestic Violence)  
National EMSC Day - Wednesday of National EMS Week (Advocates for Children)  
Armed Forces Day - 3rd Saturday of May (Public Issues)  
Memorial Day – 4th Monday of May (Public Issues) 

	  

	  

	  

www.carywomansclub.com	  
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CWC Oral History Spotlight      May 2017 
 
   
 

One year ago on May 12, 2016, 8 of our Cary Woman’s Club Past-Presidents, 
Emeritus members, and seasoned veterans gave Oral History interviews to Peggy 
Van Scoyoc.  Since Lillian Smith is the guest editor this month of our newsletter, I 
thought you might like to see what she had to say last year.  The full interviews will 
be posted later on the CWC website.  
 

Lillian Smith was born in Columbus, OH, and has lived in Cary since 1975.  She has had a career as 
a teacher and real estate broker, and volunteers as a Sorority advisor, in addition to her work with the 
Cary Woman’s Club, Rotary, etc.  Lillian has 3 children and 3 grandchildren. 
 
Lillian joined the Cary Woman’s Club as soon as she arrived in Cary in 1975, a member for a total of 
42 years!  Lillian says, “I have always participated in women’s organizations wherever I’ve lived; or 
going back to high school and junior high school, I was active in groups.  I liked being able to do 
things with the group for the community or for our group itself.  It’s always been a way of life for me.” 
 
Lillian has fond memories of being in the club when Linda Setliff was a member, because “she was 
always an inspiration.”  We need to hear more about this from Lillian!  Speaking of inspiration, Lillian 
has been our club President three times, and has most recently served as Chair of the Board of 
Trustees.   
 
Lillian summarized by saying that, “In the forty years that I’ve been in this town, there’s always been a 
thread running through the Club of people who wanted to do well, or do good, and belonged to the 
Club for that purpose, to find an opportunity to be of service. And our members also enjoy the 
relationships with other women of a like mind.  So do I.” 
 
If you can suggest an oral history interview of a current or emeritus CWC member to conduct, please 
contact Lois Nixon. 
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Annual 2017 Spring Fashion Show/Luncheon 

Huge Success! 

More Good News … The Annual Spring Fashion Show & Luncheon on April 1st was a rousing 
success thanks to all of you and your participation! Co-chaired by Mercedes Auger and Jane Suppa, 
along with the powerful Ways and Means Committee, the event benefitted Dorcas Ministries, with a 
small portion going to our grants and CSP program.   

We had a sold out crowd of over 120 people in attendance, and after expenses, we netted $4,418, 
which is double last year’s revenue.  The Fashion Show/Luncheon master of ceremonies and 
announcer was Mercedes Auger. Our speaker was Rev. Dr. Rose Cornelius of Dorcas.  Music during 
the event was provided by Timothy Dacosta, who did an outstanding job and also provided the 
models with music to strut by.  

Fashions were provided compliments of the Cary Dillard’s store along with a grand raffle prize 
valued over $300. Food was provided compliments of The Italian Bistro. Decorative table décor, 
paper goods, invitations and posters were provided by Pam Mariarossi as a gift to CWC.  Silk floral 
decorations were lovingly provided by Lillian Smith.  

The CSP chairs put together raffle baskets and Diana Johnson donated the prosecco wine door prizes. 
Nell, Priscilla, Diane, Diana, Lillian, Karen, Susan, Gerry, Dorothy, Maryanne, Pat, Vicki, Jane and 
our models, this success would have not been possible without you. Many thanks to Sarah Chung of 
The Matthews House for use of their venue for this profitable and fun event.  We thank all of you for 
your support.  

~ 3rd VP: Ways & Means – Mercedes Auger 
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Awards from GFWC-NC Convention! 
We are thrilled to let everyone know that the Cary Woman’s Club received the 
following awards recently at the State Convention: 

• Conservation Partnership – 1st Place 
• Education CSP – Large Club - Runner-up 
• Child Self-Esteem – Runner-up 

To everyone, thanks and a great job! 

 

Members Honored at the State Convention! 
We are so pleased that three of our members received certificates honoring 
their service for over 25 years in clubwork! 

∗ Lillian Smith 

∗ Hattie Beck 

∗ Dorothy Schmelzeis 

 

Cary Woman’s Club “Clubwoman with Heart” Nominee 
Our club nominated Dorothy Schmelzeis for the prestigious GFWC-NC 
Clubwoman with Heart Award.  While our Dorothy ultimately was not the 
recipient of the award, we want her to know that she’ll always be our 
“Clubwoman with Heart” for all that she has done for the Cary Woman’s Club 
over the years.  

	  

	  

	  

Reminder	  about	  our	  collection	  of	  household	  goods	  for	  Oxford	  House.	  	  Cathy	  Clarke	  will	  collect	  
household	  items	  at	  her	  home	  on	  Saturday	  May	  6th	  from	  10	  to	  2.	  	  We	  can	  use	  anything	  that	  would	  help	  in	  
setting	  up	  household	  such	  as	  furniture,	  kitchenware,	  linens	  and	  cleaning	  supplies	  Oxford	  House	  provides	  
housing	  for	  individuals	  after	  they	  complete	  a	  drug	  and	  alcohol	  program.	  	  	  

 
www.carywomansclub.com	  
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Conservation	  CSP	  

Newsletter	  Article	  

May	  2017	  

	  

Thanks	  to	  those	  of	  you	  who	  ordered	  items	  from	  the	  Flower	  Power	  catalogue,	  as	  a	  test	  of	  whether	  we	  want	  to	  use	  that	  as	  
a	  club	  fundraiser	  next	  year.	  	  I	  hope	  that	  each	  member	  who	  ordered	  flowers	  will	  take	  a	  photo	  of	  their	  results	  this	  summer	  
to	  add	  to	  the	  September	  newsletter,	  so	  all	  of	  us	  can	  see	  our	  “Flower	  Power”!	  	  Our	  profit	  for	  this	  year	  is	  $296!	  

I	  hope	  you	  have	  saved	  the	  date	  of	  Friday,	  June	  2,	  2017	  for	  a	  10:00	  am	  personalized	  tour	  of	  the	  Chatham	  Mills	  Pollinator	  
Garden	  in	  Pittsboro.	  	  You	  have	  heard	  me	  rave	  about	  this	  garden,	  and	  it	  is	  one	  we	  can	  emulate	  for	  our	  own	  Page-‐Walker	  
Pollinator	  Garden,	  although	  it	  is	  much	  larger	  and	  better-‐established	  than	  our	  garden.	  	  Our	  tour	  will	  be	  conducted	  by	  the	  
garden	  designer	  and	  maintenance	  chief,	  Debbie	  Roos,	  who	  works	  with	  the	  Chatham	  County	  Cooperative	  Extension	  
Service.	  	  This	  stunning	  garden	  is	  a	  33-‐minute	  carpool	  ride	  from	  Cary!	  	  You	  are	  encouraged	  to	  invite	  guests	  to	  attend	  this	  
tour	  with	  you.	  	  Following	  the	  tour,	  we	  have	  reservations	  at	  Oakleaf,	  the	  restaurant	  inside	  the	  historic	  Chatham	  Mill,	  and	  
should	  be	  finished	  and	  ready	  to	  return	  to	  Cary	  by	  1:00	  p.m.	  Oakleaf	  was	  recently	  recognized	  by	  restaurant	  critic,	  Greg	  
Cox,	  in	  his	  best	  of	  the	  Triangle	  article.	  	  You	  can	  check	  out	  the	  menu	  here:	  	  https://www.oakleafnc.com/daily-‐menu.	  	  I	  
plan	  to	  order	  all	  the	  desserts!	  

We	  will	  meet	  at	  9:00	  a.m.	  at	  the	  Waverly	  Place	  Shopping	  Center,	  at	  the	  front	  of	  the	  parking	  lot	  near	  the	  Whole	  Foods	  
Garden	  to	  organize	  our	  carpool	  caravan.	  	  Please	  RSVP	  to	  me	  no	  later	  than	  Thursday,	  May	  25,	  so	  that	  I	  can	  turn	  in	  
reservations	  for	  the	  tour	  and	  lunch.	  	  There	  is	  a	  limited	  amount	  of	  space	  for	  the	  tour,	  and	  for	  the	  lunch,	  so	  RSVP	  as	  early	  
as	  possible	  to	  reserve	  your	  space	  and	  that	  of	  your	  guests.	  	  Please	  let	  me	  know	  if	  you	  can	  provide	  a	  car,	  and	  the	  number	  
of	  available	  seats	  you	  have.	  	  For	  those	  who	  want	  to	  drive	  directly,	  take	  Hwy	  64	  Business	  into	  Pittsboro	  to	  the	  Courthouse	  
traffic	  circle.	  	  Turn	  right	  at	  the	  traffic	  circle	  onto	  15-‐501,	  and	  go	  about	  ½	  mile.	  	  Chatham	  Mills	  is	  on	  the	  right,	  and	  is	  well-‐
marked.	  	  We	  need	  to	  be	  there	  no	  later	  than	  10:00	  a.m.	  	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  seeing	  you	  there.	  

~Lois	  Nixon,	  Conservation	  CSP	  Chair	  

News	  from	  the	  recent	  GFWC-‐NC	  state	  Convention	  held	  in	  Cary	  

As	  the	  “host	  club”,	  I	  thought	  that	  we	  should	  offer	  some	  kind	  of	  welcome	  to	  our	  GFWC	  guests	  from	  all	  over	  the	  state.	  	  So	  
I	  made	  up	  colorful	  envelopes	  containing	  Forget-‐Me-‐Not	  seeds	  for	  members	  to	  pick	  up	  at	  the	  Registration	  table.	  	  They	  
said,	  “Welcome	  to	  Cary	  from	  the	  Cary	  Woman’s	  Club	  and	  District	  VI”.	  	  The	  instructions	  on	  the	  envelopes	  were	  to	  plant	  
the	  seeds	  in	  celebration	  of	  GFWC	  Federation	  Day	  (when	  GFWC	  formed	  in	  1890).	  	  To	  my	  surprise,	  Pat	  Davis,	  the	  
Federation	  Committee	  Chair	  held	  up	  the	  envelope	  during	  her	  convention	  report	  and	  suggested	  that	  other	  clubs	  do	  a	  
similar	  project	  for	  their	  clubs	  for	  Federation	  Day.	  	  I	  will	  have	  an	  envelope	  for	  each	  of	  you	  at	  our	  May	  luncheon	  meeting	  
at	  the	  Mayton	  Inn.	  	  Although	  it	  is	  after	  Federation	  Day,	  you	  can	  still	  plant	  and	  enjoy	  the	  Forget-‐Me-‐Nots!	  	  (Other	  ideas	  are	  
at:	  http://www.gfwc.org/celebrate-‐federation-‐day-‐2017	  )	  	  	  

~Lois	  Nixon,	  Conservation	  CSP	  Chair	  
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Officers for 2017-2018 Club Year   

President ............................................................Mary Derrick 

1st Vice President ~ Programs/Reports ........Gerry Ritter	   

2nd Vice President ~ Membership ..................Priscilla Keating	   

3rd Vice President ~ Ways & Means ..............Pat Sweeney 

Treasurer ...........................................................Maryanne Olsen	   

Corresponding Secretary ................................Judy Booger 

Recording Secretary .........................................Diane Andersen 

 

 

CSP Chairs for Club Year 2017-2018   

Arts ............................................. ………. Willa Brigham	   

Conservation ............................ ………. Lois Nixon	   

Education................................... ……… Deborah Lynch and Silvia Barba 

Home Life .................................. ……… Cathy Clark & Nancy Skelding	   

International Outreach ............ ……… Linda Turovlin	   

Public Issues/Domestic Violence…… Karen Fiumara 

 

 

Save Education Coupons 
Each Box Tops Education Coupon is worth 10 cents for us. This does not cost us anything and is a big 
help. Coupons can be found on Betty Crocker, Pillsbury, Land of Lakes, Scott products, reams of copy 
paper and many other products we use every day.  

Cut them off and put them in the box at the check-in nametag table. These will benefit Kingswood Elementary Magnet 
School. 

www.carywomansclub.com	  
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REMEMBERING	  THE	  CARY	  WOMAN’S	  CLUB	  IN	  PICTURES:	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  


